TOP GUN and BARBARIAN, 5/22/2010
Limits of Striped bass and 1 short of Halibut limits. 
Steve and I got together on Friday the 21st for a 2 day adventure. Our intentions were 2 fold, get the Top Gun trolling and put some halibut on the deck. 

 With the BARBARIAN down for a fuel tank repair and Steve chomping at the bit to get some halibut time it was a great time to sooth my ailing halibut addiction and  fish with a dedicated angler  and charter captain  Steve Mitchell.. 
  The TOP Gun is a great platform for halibut fishing, its large enough and fast enough to get to where we needed to be and comfortable enough to stack a few clients on the deck .  Capt. Steve has a great personality and definite need to please. He is passionate about catching fish and seeing customers happy. 

We started on Friday with The TOP Gun clean and ready for service. 
 Armed with frozen bait and trolling gear, we drove down to Oyster point, dropped the gear in the water and started pounding a small jagged edge that runs from Oyster point toward the channel. We managed to box 5 halibut ranging from 6pounds to 17 pounds for 5 passengers. The 20-30 knot wind was an issue on the troll but we still got bit crossing the current trolling into the wind. 
On Saturday we opted to change our approach. Not that trolling was bad; we just figured that drifting would be a better application in wind that was expected to exceed 30 knots. This turned out to be a great decision. We drifted a mixed grade of bait with the majority of it small and a decent amount large enough to get a size 1 owner hook in the nose.  We had a consistent pick with the majority of our fish coming between 17 and 20 foot of water. The bass bite would come in spurts with one drift ending with 3 bass in a row by the same rod and passenger. He could not get his bait to the bottom without getting slammed buy a bass mid water column. 
  The day ended with 8 halibut and 6 bass for 3 passengers. The butts ranged from 8 to 20+ pounds. Bass were from 4 to 6pounds. 
